Xavier University

Exhibit
All Xavier Student Newspapers

Xavier Student Newspapers

2020-10-01

Xavier University Newswire
Xavier University (Cincinnati, Ohio)

Follow this and additional works at: https://www.exhibit.xavier.edu/student_newspaper
Part of the Higher Education Commons, and the History Commons

Recommended Citation
Xavier University (Cincinnati, Ohio), "Xavier University Newswire" (2020). All Xavier Student Newspapers.
3129.
https://www.exhibit.xavier.edu/student_newspaper/3129

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Xavier Student Newspapers at Exhibit. It has been
accepted for inclusion in All Xavier Student Newspapers by an authorized administrator of Exhibit. For more
information, please contact exhibit@xavier.edu.

Volume CVII Issue 9
October 1, 2020
xaviernewswire.com
Published by the students
of Xavier University
since 1915
Fiat justitia, ruat caelum

Study abroad remains optimistic
International education prepares for in-person and virtual experiences

B Y J OSEPHINE P YLES
6WDৼ:ULWHU

As the uncertainty of the
pandemic continues to unfold,
studying abroad has been a
relevant question for administrators and students alike.
At Xavier, the Center for
International Education has
been working to provide safe
travel opportunities for students, ideally in the spring of
2021.
As a Xavier alumnus, Leann
Scherbaur has a great deal of
experience studying abroad.
Now, as the Assistant Director of the Center for International Education, she wants to
help guide students through
the same unique experience.
“I was a German major,
so I convinced my parents to
let me go abroad for a year in
Germany, which was really
awesome,” Scherbaur said. “So
the experience really depends
on what the student is specifically looking for.”
Travel restrictions are constantly changing along with
the pandemic, but Scherbaur
says many of Xavier’s partner schools have been very
accommodating to these novel
circumstances.
“Some have a special quarantine space if that’s necessary,” Scherbaur said. “And
if you do need to quarantine
upon arrival, they would be
able to get all of your meals
and other essential things.”
Many of these programs
have alternative housing options as well. When necessary,
students studying abroad will
have access to medical care.
“I know that many of our
partners are going to have
single room options,” Scherbaur said. “And our health
insurance would still give students access to a doctor when
needed.”
For programs that are welcoming international students
in the spring, Scherbaur says
that the process will vary de-
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Looking forward to the spring semester, some of Xavier’s study abroad partners are allowing international students with quarantining precautions
while others prepare for virtual experiences. Conditions may change due to travel restrictions. Winter programming has been canceled for the year.

pending on the country.
“Students would have to
go through a petition process
based on our travel policy,”
she said. “It will also be determined further down the line if
the country has access restrictions for noncitizens.”
But with travelling protocols constantly changing,
there is a possibility these programs could be cancelled.
“If a program got cancelled last minute, students
would most likely have to reapply so programs can make
sure they’re still interested,”
Scherbaur said. “And for the
Xavier application, we can potentially defer it to the next
term, as long as that term is
open.”
Despite many programs

still welcoming international
students, some partner universities have opted for virtual
study abroad experiences. In
this case, students will remain
at Xavier but attend international classes virtually.
“Some programs like Australia have informed us that
they’ve chosen to be virtual
in the spring,” Scherbaur said.
“So for those students, they
know that they unfortunately
wouldn’t actually be going to
Australia from here.”
As far as pricing is concerned, students would still
be paying Xavier’s tuition
these virtual experiences.
“It would be the same cost
as being here on campus,”
Scherbaur said. “So it depends
on if students are still inter-

ested in a virtual experience,
for the cost of Xavier’s tuition.”
The time difference is also
a factor to consider with virtual programs.
“You can say that you still
get to learn about a different
academic system,” Scherbaur
said. “But at the same time,
you could be getting up at
3:00 a.m. to catch your courses online.”
However, these options
won’t apply for the winter of
2020.
“Unfortunately,
winter
break opportunities aren’t going to be available this year,”
Scherbaur said. “But I would
say register early for the
virtual study abroad fair to
get more information about

spring programs.”
Despite the offerings, Mike
Marchese expressed hesitation with leaving the country
during a pandemic.
“(I wouldn’t leave) right
now. It would be a waste to
put in effort preparing for
it just to have it cancelled,”
Marchese said. “I would also
be scared about getting stuck
in a foreign country. I actually
know someone who was stuck
in Italy.”
The virtual study abroad
fair is Oct. 13, students can
register on EngageXU. Students can also follow the
Center for International Education’s Instagram @xuinternational or their Facebook
page Xavier International for
further information.
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Alternative Breaks looks to retool
Without a spring break, the service experience seeks alternative options

Photo courtesy of @xu_ab on Instagram

The Alternative Breaks board poses for a photo while on their retreat.

B Y S EAN W ALULIK
6WDৼ:ULWHU
With the announcement of
Xavier’s spring academic calendar last week, including the
cancellation of spring break,
Alternative Breaks (AB), one
of the largest student groups

on campus, was left to adjust
their plans for the continuation of the program.
AB is now shortening the
programs typically carried
out over the course of Xavier’s week-long spring break,
to single-weekend experiences.

With travel being a significant challenge during the
pandemic, AB has shifted its
focus to staying local.
The program will offer experiences in both the fall and
the spring, with the majority
occurring in the spring.
AB seeks to put a face to
social justice issues occurring
within our local community
and beyond. This year, AB will
be hosting two experiences in
the fall and nine experiences
in the spring, one of which
will be done virtually.
In order to accommodate
the challenges that the pandemic brings, the AB board is
working vigorously to ensure
that students have experiences as fulfilling as those before
COVID-19.
In the past, AB experiences
have addressed many social issues, including poverty, environmental crises, immigration
and others.
This year, the goal of AB
remains the same, attempting to address the realities of
these topics within the local
community while continually
encouraging reflection upon
these topics.
Though it is unsafe to travel far distances this year, the
AB board is still working to
develop plans to meet virtually with community partners
so as to maintain the global

scope of the program.
“The virtual experience
will be an afternoon experience, and that will be our
Realities of Post-Work Communities, which is an organization that has been around
since the beginning of AB,”
Kelly DeLano, the president
of AB, explained. “We’re trying to maintain the relationships that we’ve built before,
even though we won’t be able
to visit them.”
Beyond this experience,
many will take place locally,
with only a few going beyond
a 35-mile radius from campus.
This has prompted the consideration of extra precautions to ensure that students
can safely travel to and from
their experience locations.
To achieve proper social
distancing during the experiences, the AB board has developed plans to decrease the
number of students going on
each experience to eight individuals, rather than the typical 10 to 13.
Despite these challenges,
AB still feels confident that
they are going to be able to
provide students applying to
the program with a satisfactory experience.
The experiences will still
be designed around the tenets of education, service and
reflection so as to encourage

participants to make the transition from being members of
their community to being not
only be conscientious citizens
but also active ones.
“The goal of AB is to use
education, reflection and service to help people better understand a social justice issue,”
DeLano said. “It is the combination of all three of those
that allow that to happen.”
The experiences will have
educational precursors, some
of which will be done virtually before the in-person experience. Following the service
component of the experience,
students will be encouraged
to reflect on those experiences and integrate the lessons
into their moral compasses, to
promote further community
engagement.
“With any service experience, the time and energy
that you devote will be what
you get out of it,” Olivia
Martini, AB experience leader, explained. “Learning and
serving will still be at the
forefront of our trips, and
we’ll make the most of whatever time we get to spend on
our experience.”
DeLano reiterated this sentiment by emphasizing, “AB is
about learning how you can
engage with your community
and working to become an active citizen.”

Six new clubs introduce themselves to campus

Photo courtesy of @blackcarexu on Instagram

The Black Care club has already collaborated with established clubs.

B Y E MILY C ROFT
6WDৼ:ULWHU
Six conditional clubs on
Xavier’s campus are currently recruiting and developing
themselves in hopes of being
approved as full-time clubs.
The current conditional
clubs on campus are Students
Against Slavery (Human Trafficking Awareness Club), The
Games Club, Xavier Sneakers
With a Soul, Active Minds,
Fashion Club and Black Care
Club (BCC).
Conditional clubs must endure a nine-week period of
active club participation in

order to be recognized by the
Student Government Association’s (SGA) Student Organizations Committee (SOC) as
an official club. The purpose
of this nine-week conditional
status is for the clubs to expand membership and grow
the awareness of their group
on campus.
To begin the process of
starting a new club, students
must evaluate existing clubs,
submit an initial proposal of
their desired club and meet
with SGA and SOC. Initial
proposal requirements include having an advisor that is
a member of Xavier faculty or

staff. The club must acknowledge Jesuit values and all ages
must be allowed to join. More
specific requirements are
listed for clubs pertaining to
specific majors, cultural backgrounds and performing arts
groups.
If the club is approved, the
students must then write bylaws for the club and begin the
conditional status period. After the nine-week conditional
status ends, SOC may submit
an application to SGA for full
club status if the club has
proven to be successful and
engaging.
The six organizations are
monitored by SOC and each
of the clubs is assigned a liaison who serves as a point of
contact for the emerging club.
Sen. Vinny Dang, the
chairman of SOC who serves
as liaison for Black Care Club,
said, “BCC’s focus is on the
mental health and maintaining a safe environment for
new and current Black students. One opportunity BCC
aims to provide to students
is a support network for students that may need mentorship to help better understand
their issues.”
SGA currently recognizes
194 different extracurricular
groups on campus, with 105
of those being clubs and 28
club sports.

Clubs on campus are given
certain privileges and responsibilities. These include getting assigned a Xavier email
for the organization, fundraising and receiving funding.
In addition, clubs can participate in Club Days on campus, which take place at the
start of the fall and spring
semesters each year.

Club Day, which draws
hundreds of students, is the
main opportunity for clubs
to expand their membership.
Should they pass, they will be
eligible to participate in the
January 2021 Club Day.
Students are able to download the EngageXU app to explore clubs and organizations
on campus and get involved.

September 28
Student Government
Association Meeting Recap
C OURTESY OF C HLOE S ALVESON

 The Campus On and Off Living Committee Chair, Sen. Brandon Rinear, is planning
a possible food drive on campus.
 Sen. Rinear also spoke with Glenn Arnold,
assistant director of intramural sports,
regarding an alternative disc golf course
location, and the potential increase of
the amount of holes from nine to 18.
 There will be the creation of a new committee concerning the renaming of Fenwick soon. The hope is to make a decision
on the new name by December.
 Sen. Kate Roach is planning an event for
survivors of power based violence in reference to the upcoming election. More information to come.
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Students protest for racial justice

Black student leaders organize a march in light of recent grand jury decision
The following article and
abridged interview were
first featured on the Sept.
28 episode of Xavier
Newswire Live, the Newswire’s weekly live radio
show. The full interview
can be found at xaviernewswire.com.
B Y E RIN A LBRIGHT &
H EATHER G AST
6WDৼ:ULWHU 
(GLWRULQ&KLHI
Hundreds of
students
marched through campus
last Friday to denounce both
the dissatisfying university
response to the grand jury
verdict that failed to charge
LMPD officers for the death
of Breonna Taylor, and what
Black students see as a historical failure for Xavier administration to provide for their
needs on campus.
Taylor, a Black medical
worker, was fatally shot in her
Louisville home while LMPD
officers Jon Mattingly, Myles
Cosgrove and Brett Hankison were serving a no-knock
search warrant on the night
of March 13.
On Sept. 23, Hankison was
indicted with three counts
of wanton endangerment on
the basis of stray bullets that
entered a neighboring apartment unit.
No charges were filed in
relation to Taylor’s death.
Students waited for a response from their university
regarding the indictment, but
it wasn’t until 24 hours later
that a campus message from
university president Father
Michael Graham was sent to
students.
Many Black women attending Xavier see themselves in
Taylor. Taylor isn’t the first
Black woman to be brutalized
while the world carries on.
The protests began at the
Scales of Justice and later
marched to the Flynn Hall. As

they walked, the streets and
sidewalks were filled with the
chant, “Say her name … Breonna Taylor.”
Organizer Seriah Barnes
spoke of the fear she lives
with.
“I am a Black woman here
at Xavier University, a predominantly White institution,
and I did not hear an utterance
the day of from any organization on this campus. I want to
make that known because I am
a Black woman and I am tired.
I’m tired of having to speak
for myself,” Barnes said.
The grand jury’s indictment and the university’s response were not the only motivaters for this event. Protest
organizers expressed frustration at the lack of Black faculty and staff.
“To me it’s a problem that
I see more Black workers in
the caf than in the classroom.
Represent me in more than a
menial job. We’re more than
menial jobs,” senior Cameron
Lakes said.
The Center for Diversity and Inclusion (CDI) has
served as a safe space for students on campus and is often
cited as a source of support
for Black students.
But protesters argued that
CDI Director Dr. Kyra Shahid
and the few other Black staff
members that work with students bear an overwhelming
burden as some of the only
resources for Black students.
A number of students
came forward to give testimony to their experiences with
academic advising that they
feel were tainted by racial discrimination along with a lack
of representation.
“Now I don’t know how
many of y’all realize, but I
ain’t seen one Black nursing
professor, professor, any one
administrator in that building,” Sierra Stennis, a senior
nursing major said. “And I’m
gonna tell you something else.
It’s because that nursing program decided to hold me back

NewswireSKRWRE\(ULF0DDKV
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because I am a minority. They
were trying to tell me that my
GPA isn’t what it is. My GPA
was perfectly fine.”
The crowd of protestors
filled with deans, coaches, athletes and hundreds of other
members of the Xavier community as well as people from
the University of Cincinnati
and the surrounding Norwood community.
David Mengel, dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences,
noted his pride that students
were comfortable speaking up
on campus.
“I’m thrilled to be watching our students step up and
step out as the case is,” Mengel said. “It’s a really important moment for them to make
their voices heard, both for
what’s going on in society and
what’s going on on campus.
So I wanted to be here to listen and see what they have to
say.”
Practices were cancelled to
allow student-athletes to at-

NewswireSKRWRE\(ULF0DDKV

tend, including the men’s and
women’s basketball teams.
Women’s head basketball
coach Melanie Moore was
seen standing proudly with
members of the basketball
team, saying that we “must
listen, be the change, and educate ourselves.” Men’s head
basketball coach Travis Steele
was also in attendance.
For Daniel Ramsey, a sophomore forward on Xavier’s
men’s basketball team, attending Friday’s protest was to
stand in unity with victims of
racial injustices.
“We just wanted to take a
stand as a team just to show
our unity and how we feel
about things that happened
with the Breonna Taylor trial
and that whole situation so we
thought this was a good way
to get in some good trouble
and use our voices and our
platform to really bring about
change,” Ramsey said.
Protestors hope that Friday’s demonstration is the
spark Xavier administration
needs to begin making changes and end racial injustice on
campus.
One of the final students
who spoke to the group of
protestors said, “We are tired..
We are crying, and the fact
that you guys have to ask us,
‘what can we do?’ what do you
mean, what can I do? We are
tired of explaining it. I hope
the administration is out here
taking notes. I hope you’re out
here listening instead of just
saying, ‘Oh I came to that’.
Quit asking me what you can
do.”
Xavier Newswire Live
interview transcript
Interviewer:
At what point did you know
that a protest needed to be organized?
Seriah Barnes:

So on Wednesday, when that
jury decision came out, my
mom actually informed me
before anybody else did. It
took a moment for me to just
really process that this was
happening.
I knew at that moment. I
picked up the phone, I called
the president for LEAD and
was like, ‘something has to
happen.’
Interviewer:
So, can you please just explain to us what the protest was
directly at. Who was it directed
towards?
Seriah Barnes:
(The protest) was directed toward Xavier: Xavier
administration, students
and senior faculty in general.
They haven’t been loud, or
making enough noise. During
the pandemic everybody was
loud. We got back to the campus and everybody became
silent.
Interviewer:
How can students make changes on Xavier’s campus to address
racial injustice?
Seriah Barnes:
Recognize your privilege. I
think Xavier has a big problem with people not wanting
to speak up because you feel
like you’re by yourself in a
closed room with just your
friends. When you see something, come out and say it.
Ask for the budget, ask for
where your funds are going.
Ask ‘why is that person not
allowed to graduate, but my
GPA is lower than there’s’.
Ask questions like that, make
sure you’re asking questions.
Uplift the voices that are
trying to be heard, but cannot
be.
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COVID-19: East Coast universities

Colleges crumble or craft creative COVID-19 course options on the East Coast
B Y M ARIETTE
W ATERHOUSE
6WDৼ:ULWHU
Until recently, most campuses around the U.S. did not
know whether school would
be held in person this year or
completely online. Most, in
fact, had plans put in place in
case of the sudden surge of
COVID-19 cases.
Like Xavier, students from
all colleges interviewed said
they were not allowed to have
more than two to four people
in their room at a time, and
that all people there had to
be masked. Failure to adhere
to these guidelines would result in a mark and fine against
them.
Some students at other
schools claim their schools did
not notify them of rooming
guidelines before being punished for violations.
“We had a strike hearing a
few days ago because we had
seven people in our room,
when they didn’t even tell us
it wasn’t allowed,” University of Maine Orono first-year
roommates Marie Wood and
Isabella Kallis claimed. “
“They literally came in and
asked us for our IDs (and) told
us our hearings would be the
next day,” the pair added.
Some students found the
guidelines for social distancing so difficult they had to
defer. This is the case of Jade

An article from the University of Miami’s student-run
newspaper, The Miami Hurricane, wrote of campus fraternities continuing to party despite the rising cases in
Florida.
Many students on UM’s
campus are becoming agitated
with the university’s supposed
lack of a response about the
parties.
“Frats never get in trouble,
it’s messed up,” said a sorority
member who reported a party.
“They just get way too many
probation periods.”
Another student-led newspaper from Penn State University reported on the growing
virus numbers on its campus.
“There are 437 new coronavirus cases at University Park, including 418 from
on-demand testing and 19
from random testing, according to data from Sept. 18 to
Sept. 24,” the article wrote of
surging COVID-19 numbers
on Penn State’s campus.
However, some students
also recognize this is not the
school’s ideal way of teaching
Photo courtesy of @UMiamiPikes on Facebook
either.
Students at other colleges fret about fraternities and sororities, often citing Greek life groups as being
When asked about how
consistently noncompliant with university regulations. Some have become suspended, but many go unpunished.
they felt the school was treatJamison, a would-be first-year more difficult when you can’t the student body were in- ing and teaching students
creasing at an alarming rate.
Wood and Kallis said, “We unat Roger Williams University get close to anyone.”
One article from State UniThe school made the deci- derstand the school is trying
in Rhode Island.
“It’s just so difficult to find versity of New York’s student sion to fully shut down after their best, and we know that
a place to fit in when you can’t newspaper reacts to the news state officials concluded that it’s difficult, but it’s also diffitalk to anyone,” Jamison said. that their campus will be send- the spike was due to the un- cult for us, and it’s frustrating
“Going to a place where you ing on-campus students home sanctioned parties occurring when the school seems to not
care.”
don’t know anyone is so much after COVID cases amongst on campus.
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Magawa, an African giant pouched rat, won an award for his heroism.

Photo courtesy of explore.org

Otis, a contender for Fattest Bear of Katmai National Park, loves jacuzzis.



$ 8WDK SXPSNLQJURZLQJDVVRFLDWLRQ EURNH D VWDWH
UHFRUG DIWHU LW ZDV
DQQRXQFHG
WKDW
WKH\ JUHZ HLJKW
SXPSNLQV ZHLJKLQJ
RYHU  SRXQGV
HDFK 7KH VWDWH·V
PRVW
JLJDQWLF
JRXUG ZHLJKHG LQ
DWDZKRSSLQJ
SRXQGV 6HSW 



$8.ZLOGOLIHSDUN
KDGWRVHSDUDWHILYH
QHZ SDUURWV DIWHU
YLVLWRUV FRPSODLQHG
WKDW WKH ELUGV ZHUH
VZHDULQJ DW WKHP
6HSW 



$Q
LQGHSHQGHQW
FRXUW UXOHG WKDW
6XEZD\·V EUHDG LV
OHJDOO\ WRR VXJDU\



WR PHHW WKH VWDQGDUG GHILQLWLRQ RI 
´EUHDGµ 6HSW 



)DW %HDU :HHN EHJDQRQ6HSWDQG
ZLOO FRQWLQXH XQWLO
2FW  ZKHQ WKH
)DWWHVW%HDUZLOOEH
HOHFWHG E\ YRWH RQ
H[SORUHRUJ 7KH
Newswire (GLWRULDO6WDII LVSURXGWR
DQQRXQFH WKDW IRU
WKH ILUVW WLPH HYHU
WKH\ZLOOEHHQGRUVLQJDIDWEHDUWRZLQ
WKLV \HDU·V FRPSHWLWLRQ Newswire’V
FKRLFH IRU )DWWHVW
%HDU  LV 2WLV
DQ ROGHU EHDU ZLWK
D IORSS\ ULJKW HDU
WZR PLVVLQJ WHHWK
DQG D SHQFKDQW IRU
MDFX]]LV 2FW 

U.S. & World News

@xaviernewswire

October 1, 2020

Recap: Biden and Trump’s debate
B Y E RIN A LBRIGHT
6WDৼ:ULWHU

The first presidential debate between President Donald Trump and former Vice
President Joe Biden was held
Sept. 29 in Cleveland.
With Election Day just
over a month away, the two
front-runners in the 2020
presidential race met Tuesday evening to discuss hot
issues that will affect voters.
The issues discussed included COVID-19, the economy
and the Supreme Court. Chris
Wallace, Fox News anchor,
hosted the debate.
Not only were the debaters
interrupting each other, but
Trump frequently interceded
while Wallace posed questions. Wallace’s inability to
control the candidates during
this discussion led to a small
disagreement between himself and Trump, who went on
to say, “I guess I’m debating
you, not him, but that’s fine.”
Wallace, who had become
tired of being interrupted, responded with, “I’m the
moderator of this debate, and
I’d like you to let me ask this
question.”
The first topic was the
newly-vacant seat on the Supreme Court. After Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s recent
death, Democrats and Republicans have clashed over who
should appoint her successor.
President Trump has nominated Circuit Judge Amy Co-

5

ney Barrett to the Supreme
Court.
“We won the election,
therefore we have the right
to choose her … The people
already had their say,” Trump
said.
Biden expressed his feelings on the subject, claiming it
to be undemocratic for a nomination to be approved while
citizens are already sending
in their mail-in votes for the
election.
“It’s just not appropriate to
do this before the election,”
Biden said.
Barrett is best known for
her academic writings on Catholicism and the law, as well
Photo courtesy of Flickr
as her stance against aborThe
Commission
on
Presidential
Debates
has
announced
that
it
plans
to
update
debate
rules after the
tion and the Affordable Care
FRQWHQWLRXVÀUVWSUHVLGHQWLDOGHEDWHRI,W·VEHHQK\SRWKHVL]HGWKDWWKH\SODQWRHPSRZHUPRGHUDWRUV
Act, which was passed under
on violence at protests. Walthe Obama Administration. soon. In addition to claim- ing slow.
In his argument, Trump lace asked Trump if he would
Trump frequently comment- ing Trump has been giving
ed during his 2016 campaign Americans false hope of a stated that states must be publicly condemn White suon a plan to repeal and re- vaccine, Biden also attributed open up to let the economy premacists and militia groups
place Obamacare. Biden has the thousands of COVID-19 grow and fully recover. Biden and ask them not to add to the
announced that he plans on deaths to Trump taking too stated that Trump’s request violence.
for the economy to be opened
In response, Trump claimed
keeping the Affordable Care long to take action.
“He still hasn’t even ac- up was hypocritical of the that the “radical left” was orAct if elected.
After discussing the Su- knowledged he knew this was president, whose taxes were ganizing the violence. To the
all-male White supremacist
preme Court and healthcare, happening and how danger- recently made public.
“You can’t fix the economy organization, the Proud Boys,
Wallace introduced the topic ous it could be… He panicked,
or he just looked at the stock until you fix the COVID cri- Trump said, “Stand back and
of COVID-19.
“You could’ve never done market … and a lot of people sis,” Biden said. On multiple stand by.”
occasions Biden commentThe bipartisan organizathe job we did … You would’ve died,” Biden said.
Wallace then asked the ed, “He doesn’t have a plan,” tion Commission on Presilost far more people,” Trump
said in relation to how Biden candidates about the econo- while speaking about Trump’s dential Debates announced
would have handled the pan- my. Since the beginning of efforts to repeal Obamacare, Wednesday that future dethe pandemic, the economy end the COVID-19 pandemic bates will have “additional
demic.
Biden claimed that Amer- has recovered quickly in the and assist the economy in re- structure” and “tools to maintain order” after many spectaicans should avoid trusting second quarter and the unem- covery.
A final takeaway for the tors considered the debate to
the president’s claims that a ployment rate has fallen, devaccine will be distributed spite the growth rate remain- evening was the discussion be chaotic.

Trump’s taxes tell Cardinal resigns from Vatican
tricky tale
B Y C ARTER D ANIELS
6WDৼ:ULWHU

B Y M O J UENGER
:RUOG1HZV(GLWRU

A New York Times (NYT)
investigative report found
that President Donald J.
Trump paid $750 annually in
federal taxes in both 2016 and
2017. The report also found
that Trump paid zero dollars
in taxes for 10 of the 15 previous years due to major business losses.
Trump paid $7,435,107
of his federal tax in General
Business Credit (GBC), out
of the $22.7 million the NYT
found he held. Corporations
receive GBC from the government for a variety of reasons,
including promoting research,
oil recovery, reforestation and
creating a pension plan.
It is unclear why Trump
paid $750 in taxes, as his GBC
could have paid the entirety
owed.
The report states that
Trump claimed many costs
typically considered personal
expenses as business expenses. This includes approximately $70,000 spent on hair
styling, which the U.S. Tax
Court has previously ruled to
be a personal expense.
Several of Trump’s family

members are named as employees, including his daughter Ivanka Trump, who is paid
a $750,000 salary for consulting services. This is legal and
not fraudulent, as long as the
consulting services that Ivanka provided are determined to
be worth that amount.
Trump’s property developments have lost significant
money since 2000. The NYT
report claims that golf courses alone have lost him more
than $350 million since the
millennium.
The NYT report claims
Trump is hundreds of millions of dollars in debt but
was unable to discover who
Trump owes.
The report also states that
Trump has been in a legal battle with the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) for over a decade over a $72.9 million tax
refund that he received. The
audit into this matter is ongoing. If the IRS was to overturn the refund, Trump could
pay upwards of $100 million.
During Tuesday’s presidential debate, Trump said
that the report was untrue
and that he paid millions of
dollars in taxes.

Pope Francis approved
the unexpected resignation
of cardinal Giovanni Angelo
Becciu. Becciu was suspected of giving money he made
from the church to his brothers, and has repeatedly denied
these allegations.
Resignations at this level
of the Vatican are extremely
rare, and the pope has said
very little about the incident
since this story was released
to the public on Sept. 24.
Before this controversy,
Becciu was a close friend with
Pope Francis. He previously
held a job in the Vatican’s secretariat of state.
From 2011 to 2018, Becciu met Pope Francis almost
every day, and also traveled
with him while serving the
powerful role of Substitute
for General Affairs in the Secretariat of State.
According to reports in the
Financial Times and Catholic
News Agency, he helped oversee a $200 million investment
in 2014 that is now under investigation. Recently, there
has been a financial investigation started by the Vatican
due to his involvement in a
controversial investment in a
building in London, which he
paid for with church funds.
Details of the report in-

clude that Becciu borrowed
money from Swiss bank accounts, which was kept confidential from the curial accounts at the Vatican.
“I didn’t steal even one
euro. I am not under investigation (by law enforcement),
but if they send me to trial,
I will defend myself,” Becciu
said to Italian website Domani.
Many were shocked by the
news of the pope’s longtime
colleague.
“I felt a friend of the pope
and a loyal servant of the
pope,” Becciu said in a weekly report meeting.
“I do not trust you any-

more,” Pope Francis interrupted, prompting Becciu to
immediately give his statement of resignation.
“I think for me it makes me
hopeful that change is coming,
but at the same time it brings
about an element of skepticism,” junior Grace Harley,
who is on the 10 p.m. mass
committee, commented.
Because he is no longer
an active cardinal, Becciu
would not be eligible to vote
to elect Pope Francis’ successor. Although his power
is taken away, Becciu has acknowledged many times that
he would appeal his case if
brought to legal trial.
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I think that Pornhub is unethical, but I also think that
pornography is ethical. Allow
me to explain.
Last week, the brilliant and
talented staff writer Grace
Hamilton made an excellent
case against Pornhub, on the
basis that it promotes misogynistic ideals and can be literally dangerous to women’s
health. This is absolutely true.
But this argument is missing something. Pornhub is
porn, obviously, but not all
porn is Pornhub. There are
hundreds of thousands of sex
workers in the U.S. who benefit financially and emotionally
from their professions.
A major issue with the anti-porn discourse comes from
confusion surrounding consent. To clarify, sex workers
give consent for every video
or photo they star in and every act they perform for a client.
Individuals who do not give
consent, no matter how that
happens, are victims. They are

Opinions & Editorials

Porn is not Pornhub

not sex workers, prostitutes
or porn stars.
Anyone can create a Pornhub account and upload videos. You do not have to prove
that the video you upload is
you, or a person who has given consent to be posted on the
site.
Pornhub is a disgusting
and horrific website, not because it features pornographic
videos, but because some of
those videos feature individuals who did not give consent.
This ranges from revenge
porn videos to rape, and all of
it speaks to the horribly low
standard Pornhub uses to vet
videos before they are posted.
The system Pornhub uses is
misogynistic in that it disproportionately posts nonconsensual videos of women more
than men, but it is wrong to
everyone. Cis and trans men,
women and non-binary people
are all affected by this.
This is disgusting, but it is
not the whole picture.
Real sex work, with sex

workers who consent to being
part of porn, can be an empowering and liberating work
experience for many people.
It is a profession, just like my
profession is to edit articles
for Newswire, and it can be
equally rewarding.
A woman owns her body in
the same way that she owns
her ideas. When I write an article, I own the thoughts that
I’m writing and I sell them to
Newswire for consumption.
I’ve consented to Newswire
publishing my thoughts, and
I hope that readers enjoy my
content.
A sex worker owns her
body, and when she makes
a nude video of herself, she
owns that too. She might be
self-employed and publish it
on her own, via a service like
OnlyFans, or sell her videos
to a distributor, like Bellesa
or xHamster. Either way, she
is providing an audience with
content for financial gain, as
well as emotional gain if she
enjoys her profession.

xaviernewswire.com

These ethical porn sites or sex work.
only include videos of sex
There is no difference beworkers, all of which are con- tween consensual sex work
sensual. These sites are simply and consensually working at
o n e s
You don’t have a problem McDonalds,
that althat
with porn, you have a except
low sex
a sex worker
problem with capitalism. would typworkers to
ically earn
take control of how their a much higher hourly wage.
videos are published and the If the idea of a person being
wage they will receive, further economically forced to perprofessionalizing the industry. form sex work is horrifying
A common argument to you, you don’t have a probagainst this idea of sex work lem with sex work, you have a
as ethical is the fact that a problem with capitalism.
high level of sex workers are
extremely low-income. People often refer to this as being
“forced into sex work” because
of a lack of job opportunities.
Sex work is a job. When
a skilled individual is unemMo Juenger is a sophployed, they apply to jobs
omore
Philosophy,
within their skillset until one
Politics
and
the Pubof two things happens: they
lic,
history
and
Spanfind another job within their
ish
triple
major.
She is
skillset or are forced to take
the
World
News
Eda job beneath their skillset.
itor
for
Newswire
from
This could be a part-time job
Cincinnati.
at McDonalds, waiting tables

Spiritually surviving sub-standard schooling
After lunch, I make my
afternoon cup of tea. I sit
down to write my latest essay. I’m relieved to have
found time. My productivity
has taken a nose-dive since
the pandemic began. After
about 10 minutes, I am in the
groove, pleased with how
the piece is coming along.
My uncle’s 5-year-old
daughter
suddenly
sits
across from me at the kitchen table. I try to ignore her
and continue on with my
writing. I can feel her big,
bright brown eyes trying to
burn a hole through my personal space in an attempt to
get my attention.
Sometimes she reminds
me of Drew Barrymore’s
character in the old Stephen
King movie Firestarter.
“Don’t look up,” I say to
myself. I keep my head down
and continue to write —
hoping she’ll take the hint.
She keeps staring.
Finally, I make eye contact. I politely ask, “Can I
help you with something?”
“I’m bored. Do you want

to do something with me?”
she asks.
It’s only been 30 minutes
since lunch has wrapped up.
Tears start to well in my
eyes. I want to reply, “No, I
don’t. I’m a grown-up. Play
with someone your own
age!” Luckily, I have the
self-awareness to keep that
suggestion to myself.
Instead, I smile sweetly
and suggest a walk to the
town center, bike ride or
a baking project with her
brother. She looks at me with
something that resembles
disgust and walks away.
My writing spell has been
broken. I can’t help but think
about all the parents whose
careers have backslid since
the pandemic.
Then the guilt sets in. I
feel guilty for wanting to
work on my writing. I feel
guilty for not having more
engaging activities planned
for my little cousin. I feel
guilty for feeling guilty.
I want to usher these little souls of light and love
through this pandemic with

their spirit and curiosity intact.
But, unfortunately, that
seems like just one more
thing I need to do after I fold
the laundry, unload the dishwasher and meet my deadlines.
My 5-year-old cousin and
my 6-year-old cousin have
been out of school due to
COVID-19 since March 13.
Their school will begin remotely this year. I’m suspicious as to whether they’ll
return in person at all. Some
psychologists claim the typical student’s attention span
is about 10 to 15 minutes
long, yet most university
classes last 50 to 90 minutes.
It’s natural for student attention levels to vary according
to motivation, mood, perceived relevance of the material and other factors.
I had talked to my uncle.
He was telling me about his
kids, how it’s hard for them
to pay attention. Now he has
to sit down with them during
class time to help them stay
focused.

On top of worrying about
the pandemic’s effect on the
country, I worry about the
long-term effects school closures will have on the kids
— specifically their ability
to interact with others and
whether they will stay motivated and inspired. I worry
about the long-term effects
it will have on me. I have
a lot of projects I’ve been
excited to kick off or complete. Where I once dreaded
a standard work week, I now
dream about having 40 hours
dedicated to my endeavors.
I miss the structure of
school days. The kids and I
knew what we needed to accomplish each day, and we
had something to talk about
at dinner. We looked forward
to seeing each other.
I miss the confidence I felt
knowing that my cousin’s
education and social needs
were being met.
I miss the lunch time
when it was peaceful. I miss
alone time. I relish and require time to myself. It
seems like this behavioral
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pattern shouldn’t apply to
being away from one of my
cousins, but sometimes it
does.
In retrospect, life was
good.
If I were more dramatic, I
might be raising my fists to
the heavens shouting, “How
is this possible? How are my
baby cousins going to learn
and build social skills? How
am I going to get anything
done?” Or I could lock myself in the bathroom while I
write on my paper, “Remote
school sucks” over and over
again.
I am not that dramatic.

Terryon Adams is a
ÀUVW\HDU EXVLQHVV
undecided major. He
is an intern for Newswire from Chicago.
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We need better queer characters
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Growing up in the closet, the most terrifying thing
pre-teen me could imagine
was my father discovering my
sexuality.
My dad was never a progressive man, especially surrounding the LGBT+ community, so every day I listened
to his comments about the
only real exposure he’s ever
had to another homosexual:
the TV.
I thought that eventually
he would notice I had some
very common interests with
the stereotypical TV gay man.
I did theater in high school,
I took pride in my fashion choices and most of my
friends were female. I thought
eventually my dad would take
note of all of this and burst
into my room bombarding me
with all kinds of slurs.
There are no respectable
gay men in TV and movies.
For years, if my community was even lucky enough to
view a homosexual man on
their TV screen, they were always the butt of a cruel joke.
They were always pegged
as hyper-feminine, cry-baby
pansies who acted more like a
1950s housewife than an actual human being.
Even shows that pushed for
equality between sexualities
like Queer Eye often dug themselves in a hole of overly-gay
stereotypes that ultimately
muddled the message they

were trying to portray.
I often found myself afraid
that my own community
would hate me when I first
made the decision to come
out. I thought I would be
roasted over an open fire for
being ‘part of the problem’ —
a walking representation of
everything the media thought
a gay person should be. However, the biggest difference between those media portrayals
and me is that I was given an
actual personality, interests
and emotions.
And while gay men have
been turned into a walking
joke with no shred of personality other than the personification of glitter, gay
women in media have very
quickly been turned into the
modern day Romeo and Juliet love story. Lesbians have
recently been used in TV
shows and film as a premise
of overcoming adversity and
following your heart, which is
a nice message the first time
around. There are countless
examples of two women (usually in a loveless, disillusioned
relationship with some macho
man) who, through a chance
meeting, learn to recognize
their feelings for each other
before running away together
into the sunset happily ever
after.
This entire premise completely ignores the struggle
many gay people face when

coming out. The media plays
it off like all you really need
is to find ‘the one’ and all your
problems will be over. They
never focus on the hate, the
backlash, the mental health issues and the pain that surround
a woman’s decision in coming
out, mostly because a fairytale
ending gets more views at the
box office, while still making a
bunch of crotchety old movie
executives seem progressive
and with the times.
That being said, it could be
worse. There’s a hypothetical
‘step down’ from the lesbian love story that I find even
more insulting due to its pure
laziness; the representation of
bisexuality in media.
We all cheered when Korra
and Rosa Diaz were revealed
to be bisexual, but we also
failed to comment on was how
this was sloppily and suddenly
introduced after season upon
season of straight-up heteroromanticism.
Ninty percent of the time,
it seems that a bisexual character in TV doesn’t actually
show a shred of interest in
the same sex until the plot demands it. Usually the plot demands it because the writers
couldn’t be bothered to come
up with a better story, so they
decided to snag some brownie
points with the LGBT+ community while avoiding hate
from homophobic viewers by
saying, “Hey, look, at least a

part of them is still straight!”
It doesn’t help that most ileged I am to be living in a
portrayals of bisexuals in the much more accepting society
media are exclusively female, — a society that allows a gay
and I think that’s largely in romance story to even exist
part to the bi-girl fetishiza- — but we need to do better.
tion that’s prevalent in society There is a thin, dotted line
between representation and
today.
However, truly no one in pandering, and it too often
the community has it nearly gets blurred in the eyes of
as bad as trans people. I can- consumerism.
Gay people in media are ronot think of a single time a
bots.
They exist to serve their
transgender person has been
purpose
on the show, and then
shown on TV, much less in a
are
quietly
swept under the
respectable fashion. For some
rug
until
the
writers need anreason, Hollywood’s closest
other
joke
or
some more prounderstanding to what a trans
gressive
points.
In real life, we
person looks like is a drag
are
not
robots.
We
are living,
queen, which is just insulting
breathing
humans
—
and this
to trans people and gay men
human
will
not
stop
fighting
alike.
The biggest difference until the
M y
s o l u between those media next generation of
t i o n ?
portrayals
and me, is L G B T +
Talk to
that I was given an actual c h i l d r e n
a
gay
personality, intersts and can
be
person.
proud
of
emotions.
Learn
the pride
t h e i r
they
see
on
their
TV.
stories, their struggles, their
personalities that they bring
into this world. Dismantle
the cookie cutter molds of
what an LGBT+ member
should look like, and open your
eyes to how they actually are.
You’ve already grasped the
*ULIÀQ %UDPPHU LV
concept that we deserve the
D ÀUVW\HDU QXUVLQJ
same love as heterosexuals;
PDMRU +H LV D 6WDII
why can’t you learn we also
:ULWHU IRU Newswire
deserve the same character
IURP'XEOLQ2KLR
development and backstory?
I am aware of how priv-

They tell us to be more
peaceful. They tell us we’re
protesting wrong. They tell
us through their actions that
our lives are worth less than
the property they own. They
tear gas us, shoot us with rubber bullets, they beat us, they
run us over in their cars, they
kill us. They demonize us
through the media. And we
just have to stand there and
take it for having the audacity to ask for true equality for
people of different races.

But should we do more
than just take it? Minorities
have a right to be angry about
centuries of systemic oppression. Should marginalized
groups have to deal with suffering without reciprocating
it towards their oppressors?
Violent protesting draws
more attention than non-violent protesting for sure, but
it doesn’t draw much positive
attention. Violence also paints
the rest of a movement in a
certain way to the general
public.
Think about it; when the
Black Lives Matter protests
became more prominent earlier this year, a lot of people
outright dismissed the movement and described it as “looting and rioting,” even though
it’s a legitimate cause. A lot of
people chose to focus on the
Target looting in Minneapolis rather than the police brutality.
The people who side with

the police because the police haven’t done anything to
them personally misrepresent
the other side because “they’re
probably doing something
wrong.”
Many people believe that
any cause which disrupts the
status quo is inherently a
problem. We still need to appeal to the White suburban
middle class because they’re
the ones voting the most for
candidates based on the problems they find important.
Violent protests do, however, send a strong message
to the people in charge: people are tired of what’s happening, and there needs to be
drastic systemic change. If
they choose to acknowledge
it, that’s another question. But
they don’t have to acknowledge it if they can just write it
off as a violent group.
But violent protest isn’t the
only way of protest to draw
attention. Peaceful gathering

is still a good way to bring attention to important issues.
Just having a lot of people
in one place can make people
and politicians pay attention
to what they have to say. Of
course, some people can’t tell
the difference between a violent and nonviolent protest
and will treat them the same,
which is problematic because
the people peacefully protesting aren’t looking for a fight.
some people will even pretend to be a part of the movement, but instead incite violence to give the police and

Does violence have a place in social movements
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Admittedly, I wouldn’t fully
understand. Even though I’m
not the most privileged individual in the world, I still have
a significant amount of privilege compared to those with
different complexions than
my own.
While I’ve faced discrimination against my sexuality, I
haven’t experienced discrimination, microaggressions and
insults based on the color of
my skin. So, I can’t exactly
shame someone who’s angry
after experiencing prejudice
for their entire life.
But violent aggresMany people beleive that sions can lead to an
any cause which disrupts escalation from authe status quo is inherently thorities who won’t
distinguish between
a problem.
peaceful and destructive protestors. Sure,
military an excuse to attack they could still escalate withprotestors. But widespread out aggression on the part of
peaceful protests can show the protestors, but violence
that it’s a problem not limited gives them a full excuse to.
to only one community.
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Xavier guard Wilcher featured in documentary

Benedict Men gives an inside look at St. Benedict’s Prep’s basketball team
B Y J OE C LARK
6SRUWV(GLWRU
On Sept. 20, Benedict Men,
a Quibi original series, premiered on the app.
The 12-part documentary
series, which is directed by
Jonathan Hock and executively produced by Stephen Curry, chronicles life at St. Benedict’s Preparatory school in
Newark, N.J and follows its
nationally-ranked basketball
team.
One of the main players
featured in the show is C.J.
Wilcher, now a freshman
guard at Xavier. Wilcher was
a junior on the St. Benedict’s
team during the 2018-19 season, which is when the docuseries was filmed.
Wilcher admitted at first it
was strange having a camera
crew follow him around, but
eventually he got used to it.
“At first it was kind of
weird, because I kind of felt
like I couldn’t be myself. But
as the year (continued) it got
a little easier because of the
documentary and who I am,
and I got a little more comfortable in front of the camera,” he said.
One of the founding principles of St. Benedict’s, which
is heavily touched upon in
the documentary, is, “What
hurts my brother, hurts me.”

Photo courtesy of Whistle Studios/Quibi

C.J. Wilcher sits with Madani Diarri in the documentary Benedict Men before a tournament game. Wilcher,
a captain on the St. Benedict’s team his junior year, is now a freshman guard for Xavier’s basketball team.

Wilcher emphasized the nature of brotherhood at St.
Benedict’s.
“They kind (of) taught me
the basis of what a brotherhood is. I have brothers, but
I’ve always seen my brothers as my brothers,” he said.
“It’s kind of like how they
can help me stem out into not
being afraid to accept other people for who they are,
whether that’s their flaws or
the things they do good.”
Wilcher also touched on
how St. Benedict’s helped
him as an athlete.
“What Benedict’s taught
me as an athlete was how
to go through a process of
tough times, how to handle
tough times, and then also
how to handle times of suc-

cess. You don’t wanna get
too high or too low,” he commented.
Most of the players on
St. Benedict’s featured in the
show went on to earn a Division I scholarship, and the
school itself is a hotbed for
Division I talent year in and
year out.
They also play against
high level talent, which was
seen in episode five when
they played Hillcrest Prep in
a tournament game. In the
game, St. Benedict’s faced off
against Kyree Walker, who at
the time, was one of the top
recruits in the country.
“It was cool. It’s always
been a goal of mine to be able
to play at that level and compete at that level,” Wilcher

said about playing against
high-level talent while in
high school.
While he was only a junior,
Wilcher was one of two captains for St. Benedict’s, the
other being a senior.
He admitted at times there
was pressure being a captain
as a junior.
“I didn’t want to underachieve as a captain, and I felt
like the captains before didn’t
really care, it was kind of like
they were just the captains
because they were the best
player on the team,” he said.
“I didn’t want that to be
the case, and I didn’t want
anybody on the team to feel
like they weren’t getting a
fair chance or a fair shake at
things,” Wilcher continued.

There were numerous examples in the documentary
of Wilcher sticking up for
guys on the team who the
team felt weren’t getting a
fair chance by the coaching
staff by either not playing at
all or being pulled quickly after getting subbed in.
Wilcher’s parents were
also featured in the documentary.“
(My dad) has had a tremendous influence. Being able to
wake up in the morning, get
a good workout in, comes
from his process he had with
my older brother. And I just
followed suit, and it’s kind of
been the culture of my family
and my house my whole life,”
he said.
“My parents have had a
major impact, not just my
dad but as well as my mom,”
Wilcher continued. “That’s
just who we are as a family.”
While Wilcher transferred
away from St. Benedict’s after his junior year to play
at Roselle Catholic with his
younger brother Simeon, he
said he still keeps in touch
with his former teammates
through a group chat and Instagram.
The final episode of Benedict Men was released today, and all episodes can be
streamed on Quibi.

MLB playoff predictions: Yankees to win it all

Dodgers, White Sox and Braves are other contenders for Fall Classic crown
B Y J OE L AURICH
6WDৼ:ULWHU
The MLB postseason is
here, and it’s time to make
some predictions. With an
unprecedented 16 teams in
the field this year, things are
expected to get crazier than
normal.
Every team is playing a
three game series, with all
three games at the stadium of
the higher seed. The Astros
already clinched their series
against the Twins, who have
lost 18 straight postseason
games.
In the other series, I expect
the Rays, White Sox and Yankees to win in the first round
in the American League, and
then the Dodgers, Padres,
Cubs, and Braves to come on
top in the National League.
While usually there’s potential for upsets in baseball,
I think there’s too much separation between the higher
seeds.
So, this year, the only upsets I’m taking are the No.
5 seed Yankees over the No.
4 Indians, as well as the No.
7 White Sox over the No. 2
Athletics.
The Yankees were expected to do a lot better than they
actually did, but the talent is
there for a deep postseason

Photo courtesy of Getty Images

Yankees ace Gerrit Cole could help lead the team to a World Series title. Cole, who the Yankees gave a
record contract to this offseason, has historically been one of the best modern pitchers in the playoffs.

run. They have an explosive
offense featuring American
League (AL) batting champ
D.J. LeMahieu and home run

champ Luke Voit. Their rotation is anchored by Gerrit
Cole and Masahiro Tanaka,
who have a ton of playoff

success.
As a result, I’m taking the
Yankees to knock off the Rays
in the division series, and

then the White Sox to beat
their division rival Twins to
set up a White Sox-Yankees
AL Championship Series.
The Dodgers had the best
record in baseball this season.
I think they’ll handle the Padres, especially with the Padres missing Mike Clevinger
-and possibly Dinelson Lamet
-in their rotation.
The Dodgers have too
much talent not to make a run
to the World Series, which is
where I think they end up after they beat the Braves in the
NL Championship Series.
The Braves will advance
to the NLCS by beating the
Cubs in five games in the divisional series.
I think the Yankees’ offense will be too much for
the White Sox to beat in the
ALCS, and they’ll advance
for a matchup between two
teams who are very familiar
with each other in the World
Series: the Yankees and the
Dodgers.
Ultimately, I think the
Bronx Bombers will take the
World Series in six games,
and Gerrit Cole will win
World Series MVP by winning two games and striking
out 22 in 17 innings pitch,
including getting a save in
Game 6 to clinch the series.

@xaviernewswire
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NBA Finals Preview: Lakers make 32nd finals

B Y T ERRYON A DAMS
6WDৼ:ULWHU
With a 117-107 win in
Game 5 of the Western Conference Finals in Orlando, on
Saturday night, the Lakers
eliminated the Nuggets to advance to the NBA Finals for
the first time in 10 years, after
six consecutive years of failing to make the playoffs.
The Los Angeles Lakers
will face the Miami Heat in
the Lakers’ 32nd NBA Finals appearance, the most in
league history. It is the tenth
finals appearance by LeBron
James alone.
The player of the game
was LeBron James, scoring 38
points with 16 rebounds and
10 assists. Behind him was
Anthony Davis, scoring 27
points with 16 rebounds and
three assists.
James made consecutive
baskets while getting fouled
early in the fourth, pushing a
two-point lead to 95-88.
When Denver made one
last push to cut it to four,
James set up Danny Green for
a 3-pointer for his tenth assist, then made a jumper himself to extend it to 108-99.
The Nuggets became the
16th team in NBA history to
lose 10 games in a single postseason.
They also became the second team to play at least 19
games in a single playoff

his usual explosiveness.
Denver fell far behind one
more time, but James wouldn’t
allow another comeback. He
scored 16 points in the fourth
quarter to seal the win.
In Game 6 of the Eastern
Conference Finals, the Heat
upset the favored Celtics to
advance to the NBA Finals.
They surprised many, but not
themselves.
Miami’s players brought
the heat with impressive stat
totals.
Bam Adebayo scored a
season-high 32 points and
grabbed 14 rebounds, while
Jimmy Butler scored 22 points
to top the Boston Celtics 125113 in Game 6 on Sunday
night.
Tyler Herro also chipped
in 19 points, while Duncan
Robinson and Andre Iguodala each had 15 points for the
Heat.
Jaylen Brown scored 26
points, Jayson Tatum had 24
and a career-high 11 assists,
and Marcus Smart and Kemba
Walker each scored 20 points
for Boston — which fell in the
Photo courtesy of Getty Images
East finals for the third time
Tyler Herro broke out in the Eastern Conference Finals to help lead the Heat to the NBA Finals.The Heat will
in the last four seasons.
match up with the Lakers and LeBron James, the tenth time James will appear in the Finals in his career.
The Heat won the series
and finish with a record be- back from 3-1 down in the fought off elimination six 4-2 — and now, waiting on
low .500. Their final record first two rounds before being times before the Lakers finally that next stage to decide the
put them away. Jamal Murray NBA title, are the West’s top
was 9-10, as was true of the beat by the Lakers.
Nikola Jokic and Jerami added 19 points and eight as- seed in LeBron James, AnthoWashington Bullets in the
Grant each scored 20 points sists, but the star guard strug- ny Davis and the Los Angeles
1979 postseason.
The Nuggets had come for the Nuggets, who had gled with foot pain and lacked Lakers.

Reds sneak into MLB postseason

B Y W ILL P EMBROKE
Associate Multimedia Editor
The MLB’s 60-game regular season came to a close on
Sunday evening, marking the
end of one of the weirdest
seasons in professional baseball history.
Our hometown Cincinnati
Reds fared pretty well, finishing with a winning record of
31-29 and advancing to this
year’s playoffs.
Following an offseason in
which the club committed big
money to sign star outfielder
Nicholas Castellanos, infielder
Mike Moustakas and revamp
the pitching staff, the Reds
had high expectations for how
their season was going to go.
After a slow start put them
behind the eight-ball in the
Central Division, Cincinnati
picked things up towards the
end of the season, winning
13 of their final 18 games and
clinching a playoff spot.
Third baseman Eugenio
Suarez paced the team with
15 home runs on the season,
also driving in a team high 38
RBIs.
After Suarez, Castellanos
blasted 14 home runs. Designated hitter Jessie Winker
had 12 himself, and long-time
Reds first baseman Joey Votto
put up an impressive 11 home
run total.
While batting averages on
the team were down across

9

Sports
Banter
Titan Down
The Tennessee Titans became the first NFL team to
have a COVID-19 outbreak,
with nine members of the
organization testing postive,
which caused their game
against the Steelers to get
postponed.
Record-setting Reds
The Reds and Atlanta Braves
set a record on Wednesday,
becoming the first two teams
in playoff history not to
score a run through eleven
innings. Trevor Bauer also
set a Reds record with 12
strikeouts against Atlanta.

The Doc is out
The Clippers fired Doc Rivers on Monday, almost two
weeks after the Clippers blew
Photo courtesy of Getty Images
a 3-1 series lead in the WestMike Moustakas and Joey Votto were instrumental to the Reds making the postseason. The two helped
VSDUNWKHRIIHQVHGXULQJDVWUHWFKLQZKLFKWKH5HGVZRQRIWKHÀQDOJDPHVWRPDNHWKHSRVWVHDVRQ ern Conference Semi-Finals.
Rivers took the fall for the
the board, the Reds were one
Second and third pitchers ished with an ERA above 5.00.
team performing short of
It will be interesting to see
of the best home run hitting Luis Castillo and Sonny Gray
expectations.
teams in the league and rode performed well, finishing with how this team performs headan impressive pitching staff below 4.00 ERAs and plenty ing into the postseason after a
Bracket Season
very solid stretch to end their
to their current record.
of strikeouts.
It’s not March, but you can
Ace Trevor Bauer finished
Closer Raisel Iglesias regular season that led them fill out a bracket for Fat Bear
the season with a 5-4 win-loss brought home eight saves for to their first playoff bid since
Week on explore.org. I’m
record, but showed out with a the Reds, and no major con- losing in the divisional series
taking Chunk to win.
1.73 ERA, leading the staff.
tributors in the bullpen fin- in 2012.
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New Netflix film fails to thrill fans

The Devil All the Time leaves audiences confused with its ineffective storytelling
B Y N INA B ENICH
6WDৼ:ULWHU
The Devil All The Time, released on Sept. 16, is Netflix’s
new psychological thriller and
period drama. The film stars
actors Tom Holland, Robert
Pattinson and Bill Skarsgård
and is based on a book of the
same name by Donald Ray
Pollock.
The story explores topics
both controversial and unnerving — such as the hypocrisy of religion and the
nature of violence — while
displaying numerous twists
and turns that, while unexpected, add very little to the
plot.
The film centers around
our main character, Arvin
Russell, and his struggles
to survive in his hometown of Knockemstiff, Ohio.
In Knockemstiff, devoutly
god-fearing men thrive off of
godless acts, and when seeking spiritual liberation, find
only horrors.
At the beginning of the
film, Skarsgård plays a young
Arvin’s father, Willard Russell, whose violent nature and
devotion to prayer go handin-hand, the latter showing
when his wife is diagnosed
with cancer. When she dies,
Willard commits suicide out
of grief, leaving Arvin traumatized, pulling toward the
same violent acts he watched

Photo courtesy of @Quackzonqueen on Twitter

1HZ1HWÁL[WKULOOHUDQGSV\FKRORJLFDOGUDPDThe Devil All the Time, even with its star-studded cast, fails to
FUHDWHDFRKHVLYHVWRU\OLQHDQGRYHUDOOVWUXJJOHVWRSUHVHQWDQHIIHFWLYHÀOPIRUYLHZLQJDXGLHQFHVWRHQMR\

his father commit.
Willard’s hypocrisy shows
as he leaves his son with the
idea that redemption can only
be achieved through brutality and revenge rather than
prayer.
Shortly after the death of
Arvin’s father, the film flashes
forward, and we meet a young
adult Arvin, now played by
Holland.
While Arvin’s storyline is
primary, numerous storylines
unfold throughout the film,
such as that of Pattinson’s
character, Reverend Preston

Teagardin. Reverend Preston is a sexually manipulative
priest who makes a victim of
Arvin’s stepsister.
Another storyline features
a serial killer and his assistant
(whose brother is the sherriff,
played by Sebastian Stan) who
make victims of male hitchhikers.
Although each storyline
eventually connects, the plot
unfolds at a slow pace and
often carries away from the
main conflict by adding weak
plot points and even weaker
characters.

For instance, the only character whose background the
audience gets to explore is
Arvin, while the supporting
characters are flat. None of
their upbringings are formally
shown, but rather very briefly
explained through a narration. One of the film’s only
constant themes is the fact
that violence is taught and
handed down through generations rather than being inherent. In fact, later in the film,
this theme is explored once
again when Arvin’s stepsister
Lenora, played by Eliza Scan-

len, is harassed by the boys at
school. Arvin brutally attacks
them afterward, a scene accompanied by flashbacks of
his father doing the same.
Additionally, before one of
the key points of the film in
which Arvin faces a turning
point, he writes a letter to his
mother before committing another act of violence. The letter reads, “It’s not that I want
to do this, it’s that I have to.”
Although the film had few
redeeming qualities, one that
stood out was the cast’s exceptional acting. Holland and
Pattinson are both British
actors playing very Southern
characters, but their accents
are extremely convincing.
The two are able to perfectly display both insanity
and composure within minutes of one another. Additionally, Skarsgård convinces the
audience to both root for and
despise his character in the
the brief thirty minutes he’s
on screen.
Ultimately, the film’s numerous connected storylines
twists and turns seem to be
hurriedly thrown together
at its end, creating a bit of a
mess and a lost opportunity
for an effective and striking
conclusion.

Total score:

New gaming consoles to create consumer craze
B Y A LEX K ELLY
6WDৼ:ULWHU
Microsoft and Sony have
been releasing details for their
newest consoles, the Xbox Series X and the PlayStation 5.
Xbox Series X will be released on Nov. 10, while PlayStation 5 will be released two
days after on Nov. 12. Microsoft is selling two versions of
their new Xbox: the Series X
priced at $499 and the Series
S, which does not come with a
disk drive, priced at $299.
PlayStation is doing something similar with their new
console: offering a version
with a disk drive for $499 and
one without for $399. The
cheaper versions of the con-

soles that don’t come with
a disk drive only allow the
user to play digital copies of
games, which is important to
keep in mind if you’re planning to buy one of them.
In conjuction with these
consoles, an onslaught of
games are slated for release.
PlayStation’s launch library
includes “Spider-Man: Miles
Morales,” a sequel to the 2018
PlayStation 4 exclusive “Marvel’s Spider-Man” focusing on
the character of Miles Morales. Another major launch
title for the PS5 is “Horizon
Forbidden West,” which is
a sequel to “Horizon Zero
Dawn” on the PlayStation 4.
The third major title being released is “Ratchet and

Photo courtesy of @Playstation on Twitter

Photo courtesy of @Scufgaming on Twitter

To be released soon, the new Xbox Series X and PlayStation 5 consoles
are already creating an exciting stir amongst the gaming community.

Clank: Rift Apart,” which is
a continuation of the Ratchet and Clank series. Xbox’s
launch library includes “Halo
Infinite,” another entry in
the acclaimed Halo series.
Released a few months after
launch, “Fable” is a reboot of
the fantasy role playing series.
“Forza Motorsport” is another entry in the Forza racing series. “Psychonauts 2” is
also releasing on the Series
X as a sequel to the 2005 cult
classic.
Games that are releasing on
both consoles include “Cyber-

punk 2077,” “Assassin’s Creed
Valhalla,” “Resident Evil Village” and countless more.
This generation of consoles is like most new console
generations. They have better graphics and performance
than the previous generations,
with a 4K resolution and up to
120 frames per second.
What sets this one apart is
the widespread adoption of
ray tracing. Ray tracing is a
rendering technique for lighting in games to make it more
realistic. Ray tracing uses an
algorithm to trace where the

light hits and where it doesn’t.,
which creates shadows.
Both Microsoft and Sony
are promoting backwards
compatibility for their new
consoles. Xbox Series X is
compatible with Xbox One
games meaning that Xbox
One is already backwards
compatible with Xbox 360
(Xbox One meaning that the
Xbox Series X can play every
generation of Xbox). PlayStation 5 is only backwards compatible with the PlayStation 4
for the time being.
Xbox is continuing their
Xbox Game Pass on Series
X. Xbox Game Pass is a game
subscription service where
you can pay $14.99 a month
and get access to a large selection of games, including
first-party Xbox games. PlayStation’s equivalent, PlayStation, now, is also continuing
to the next generation.
The controller for the Xbox
Series X is very similar to the
Xbox One controller, but differs with a screen sharing button and a new directional pad.
The PlayStation 5 controller, nicknamed the “DualSense” is a bit different. It has
adaptive triggers where the
tension of the triggers change
depending on the player’s interaction with the game.
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Recipes that are hard not to fall for
B Y G RIFFIN B RAMMER
6WDৼ:ULWHU
Fall is arguably one of the
better seasons for the culinary
world, if not the best. With
so many tastes and smells we
associate with the season, it’s
hard not to have your mouth
water at the start of the fall.
And with October under-

Chai Latte

way, I’d like to help you get
into that autumn spirit by
providing you with some of
the easiest, dorm-friendly fall
recipes that go way beyond
the reach of the humble
pumpkin spice latte from
your local Starbucks.

Pumpkin Mug Cake
This one will not only take some extra effort but also
an additional trip to the grocery store for most people,
unless you’re some sort of freak that keeps a bottle of
ground ginger and a can of pumpkin in their dorm.
However, the fruits of your labor (or vegetable,
depending on what you think a pumpkin is) will be
well worth it. You could consider it a simpler version
of the best part of the Thanksgiving dinner, and, just
saying, this is the kind of dessert that’ll impress that
special someone you bring over to your dorm on a cold
autumn’s night (you naughty college kids ;) ).
Ingredients:
-4 tablespoons all purpose flour
-2 tablespoons granulated sugar
-1 teaspoon baking powder
-½ teaspoon ground cinnamon
-¼ teaspoon nutmeg
-A pinch of ground clove (not 100% necessary if on a
budget since it’s such a small ingredient, but worth it for
authenticity’s sake)
-¼ teaspoon ginger
-A pinch of salt (I recommend stealing a packet from
Hoff Dining Hall)
-2 tablespoons of pumpkin puree (get the smallest can
imaginable)
-½ teaspoon vanilla extract
-3 tablespoons of milk
Directions:
-Mix all dry ingredients together in a mug.
-Gradually add milk, pumpkin and vanilla and stir.
Make sure there are no dry clumps at the bottom of the
mug; everything should be well incorporated.

Yes, just chai latte. Because when someone says, “chai tea,” they are literally saying, “Tea
tea.”
Grammatical gripes aside, this is an easy recipe that really only requires a couple mugs
and a microwave. It is perfect for everyone who believes the chai latte has been living in
the shadows of its pumpkin spice brethren for far too long.
Ingredients:
-2 Masala Chai Teabags
-½ cup water
-1½ cups milk of choice
-2 spoonfuls of honey
-Extra cinnamon or nutmeg if desired
Instructions:
-Boil water in microwave, Keurig, or kettle as directed on tea bag.
-In another cup, heat up milk until it is steaming, but not boiling.
-Combine the milk and tea, stir in the honey.
-Optionally garnish with the extra cinnamon or nutmeg.
If you are like me and are wondering where the coffee comes in, a latte actually refers
to any hot beverage where steamed milk is added. Enjoy the start of autumn with style
and flavor with this sophisticated and criminally underrated fall beverage.
Recipe courtesy of Iwashyoudry.com

Butternut Squash

With the first two recipes being much more suited for the sweet tooth, I thought that
I would go in a savory direction for our final recipe. This might look intimidating at
first — I mean, it does involve a full on butternut squash — but trust me, you got this.
The squash and pumpkin are natural sisters, so if you’ve carved a Jack O’ lantern,
you’ve dissected a butternut squash. As an added benefit, you will get some mad street
cred among your friends as you pull out a five-star side dish from your microwave.
Soon, everyone will be wondering if you are the illegitimate child of a secret love affair
between Gordon Ramsey and that sultry French chef lady from Ratatouille.
Ingredients:
-1 heaping cup of risotto rice (look for Arborio rice at the grocery store)
-3 cups of vegetable stock
-1 medium butternut squash
-½-¾ cup of grated parmesan (depends on how cheesy you want this to be, but don’t
be afraid to go overboard — the cheese is what makes risotto, risotto)
-A couple dashes of sage
Instructions:
-To prepare the squash, cut off the top and bottom, peel the skin with a knife and
scoop the seeds out with a spoon. Cut the remaining flesh into chunks.

-Bake in the microwave on high for two minutes.
-That’s it!
You can add additional toppings afterwards, like
whipped cream, but with a dessert so warm, sexy and
inviting, you’ll wanna save that whipped cream for other activities with that special friend you brought over to
your dorm and made this cake for ;).

-Microwave stock until it is hot (I’d say simmering, not a full boil). Please be careful
handling the hot liquid.
-Place the rice and 2 cups of stock in a large bowl and cover with cling wrap. Microwave on high for 5 minutes.
-Stir the rice well, then add the squash and remaining stock. Cover again with cling
wrap and microwave for 15 minutes, taking it out halfway through to stir again.
-At this point, all liquid should be absorbed and the rice and squash should be tender.
Now, just add the cheese and a splash of sage and enjoy!

Recipe courtesy of Iwashyoudry.com

Other ways to get into the fall spirit

You’ll be the talk of the dorm hall, and folks will be lining up at your door after you
prepare this bougie meal. You can get real artsy and tell everyone how the aromatics
of the squash and sage bring you back to a simpler autumn time from your childhood
when you were happier… or you could just eat it and enjoy.
Recipe courtesy of Bbcgoodfood.com

Go to a
pumpkin
patch

Play in
the fallen
leaves

Pick
fruit
in an
orchard
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Top 10
Christmas Movies
It’s October 1st, meaning Christmas season has officially begun! To celebrate, here’s my ranking of the top 10
Hallmark Christmas movies:
B Y J ACOB S MITH
6WDৼ:ULWHU

,&(6&8/3785(&+5,670$6 
Callie, an aspiring chef, and her childhood friend David,
enter into a club’s annual Christmas ice sculpting competition against her boss. Callie’s passions for cooking and
ice sculpting are met with romance and Christmas spirit.
$&+5,670$6',/(00$ 
Faith and her attractive fiancé Chris go on a skiing trip
where, through quirky circumstances, she runs into the
equally handsome Sam. Now Faith has to make a decision between staying
with her fiancé, living in the Rockies with Sam or running away to Malibu
with the also attractive Chad.
%$%<,76&2/'2876,'(62,//&$//<28$18%(5 
In this updated classic, Lynn decides it’s getting late and wants to end her
date with Frank, but he won’t let her go. Instead, he calls her an Uber home
since she’s had a few drinks and respectfully lends her his jacket due to the
chilly weather.
5,&+:+,7(*,5/6&+5,670$6:,6+ 
Olivia wishes to attend her dream college, despite her
SAT scores. However, with the help of Santa’s elves and
her rich and famous mother (played by Lori Laughlin),
Christmas is coming early for this rich white girl.
$1$0(5,&$1&+5,670$635,1&( 
Logically combining the target audience’s four favorite things: Christmas,
romance, royalty and America, this film follows Sydney as she meets a charming man while caroling, only to find out that he is the Prince of America.
6($6212)6$9,1*6 
Hannah, a struggling millennial, needs to find great deals for everyone on
her Christmas shopping list. Luckily, her handsome new neighbor, Ryan,
informs her that for the entire month of December, Macy’s is having great
deals on clothing, furniture and décor, with savings of 30-50% off select
fine jewelry. Open a Macy’s Card today to earn up to 5% back in rewards.
$+2//<-2//<&+5,670$6 
Holly Jolly Christmas, the daughter of Father
Christmas, sets out to save Christmas when the
evil corporate Sunbucks Coffee tries to force
politically correct secularism upon the country. With the help of small business owner
Derrick and Jesus Christ himself, Holly takes
on CEO Hap P. Holidays in a true demonstration of faith.
$&+5,670$6.$5(1 
Karen, a 42-year-old trophy wife, gets a Sunbucks worker fired on Christmas Eve for giving her a peppermint latte instead of a skinny peppermint
latte. However, after being visited by the Ghosts of Christmas Past, Present
and Future, Karen has an affair with her spinning instructor.
520$1&(&$67/(6&+5,670$6 
Tracy, a small-town girl, somehow ends up spending her Christmas at a
castle in Utah with Matt, a big city boy. Their values clash until they both
realize they love Christmas and castles, and sparks fly. There are also, like,
dogs and horses in the movie too, I guess. And
cookie baking.

0$5<60(55<0$55,$*( 
Mary is having a Christmas wedding, but her
fiance, Tyler, is hiding a secret: he’s actually a
Christmas elf and is sleeping with her sister! Mary
will have to learn to accept his wacky past and colorful in-laws as well as his loose morals regarding
fidelity.
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Aries: Try to match the confidence
of that boy in your Zoom class who
blows fat clouds from his vape while
on camera.
Taurus: Quit letting people talk
over you. Who are you, Chris
Wallace?

Gemini: Don’t waste your money
betting on the NBA finals. Put your
money on something important,
like the League of Legends World
Championship.
Cancer: In a turn of events, the

moon actually needs advice from
you this week. Should it ask out
Saturn? It has a big crush, but
doesn’t know if Saturn feels the
same way
!

Leo: Make sure to shower before your next Zoom class. Your
professor’s gonna put you on
speaker view and you don’t want
people seeing your pores.
Virgo: You’ve chosen the wrong
path in life. You would have been a
perfect weatherperson, but it’s too
late for that now.
Libra: Never settle for less. When
offered an Entenmann donut, always
go for the crumb tops — never
accept a plain. Bleh!
Scorpio: Watch out for foxes on
campus. This isn’t even a horoscope,
I real sh*t saw a huge fox on campus
last night. Scary stuff.
Sagittarius: Remember things can
always be worse. You could be the
managing editor for the Newswire. I
feel bad for whoever that is!

Capricorn: Never play sports in
the field behind the soccer field.
Everyone knows that spot is for
smoking weed and absolutely
nothing else.

Aquarius: You can’t always get

what you want. Case in point: a
majority of Americans want a
debate moderated by Joe Rogan, but
it won’t happen.

Pisces: Don’t become a parent. Not
because you’d be a bad parent, but
because your kid will grow up to be
a furry. No one wants that.

Fictionary
Your weekly well of wacky words™
B Y T ESS B REWER
6WDৼ:ULWHU

Stupenny (stew-PEN-ee): The friend
that is always short on money but always
orders the most expensive menu item.
Pleuvaque (PLUH-vac-ay): When rain
starts to pour just as you walk outside
after class.
Assadora (ass-A-door-a): A more
extreme version of an ‘ass-hat.’
Kvwylqc (/W/-ord): A word that sounds
nothing like how it’s spelled.
Wanna submit your own wacky words?
Send ‘em to brewert3@xavier.edu

